
Members of the Human Services Committee:

My name is Ester Mendoza  and I live in Hartford.  I’m a member of Hartford Deportation Defense.

I’m in favor of HB6616: An Act Concerning Expansion Of Husky Health Benefits To

Those Ineligible Due To Immigration Status.

I want to share my nephew’s story with you.  He is 28 years old and I speak in his name, with his

permission, because he doesn’t hear or speak.  He decided to share his story so that we can obtain

Husky for all undocumented people in Connecticut, of any age.

Since he arrived in this country, the only health care he has received is at the community clinic.  We

went to the clinic for his problems with alcoholism, seeking some kind of mental health assistance.

The first thing they always ask is if we have health insurance, and we don’t have it.  When I asked

for help, the doctor told me if I couldn’t stand having him in my house anymore, I should kick him

out and leave him on the street, and  that way he wouldn’t give me any more problems.

I would like him to get some therapy.  I believe that alcoholism is something that comes from

something else. Not being able to hear or speak, I feel that he has something he’s keeping inside.

He started drinking when he was 12 years old, and this helped him let off steam.  Alcohol became

his way of escaping.  Now, every time that he is discouraged, he turns to alcohol to fill a void and

soothe himself.

If he had access to Husky, he could receive psychological treatment and detoxification.  This would

help us a lot, him as well as our family.  He would get better in terms of his mental and physical

health.  With psychological support, he could have help to go to school, learn sign language, and

have a better future.  But it all starts with psychological support and with access to health

insurance.

Jesús is a very intelligent person and I want him to be able to realize his dreams.  He wants to get

married, have children, have a house and a car, and live calmly.  Receiving access to health

insurance would open this door for him.

Please support HB 6616: Un Acta en Relación a la Ampliación de Beneficios de Salud

HUSKY para las Personas Inelegibles a Causa de su Estado Migratorio and commit

yourselves to keep moving forward so that all undocumented people, without regard to age, can

have access to health care.

Thank you for your time,

Ester Mendoza


